THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 

Following the the publication this week of CO 
British investigation reporter ANTHONY SUMMERS 
been two television confrontations between SUl 
PHILLIPS, former Chief of Western Hemisphere 
("TODAY, " (nbJ: Monday') j and "PANORAMA," ^-^ashingr 
Friday) . 


][^SPIRACY, by 
, there have 
IMERS and DAVID 
]3ivision of CIA 
on, Channel 5, 


The appearances by PHILLIPS have been at his 
have aired his objections concerning coverage 
of the fact that the House Select Committee 
tions considered the possibility that Phillips 
"MAURICE BISHOP," the cover name of a U.S. in 
officer alleged by a former anti-Castro leade 
VECIANA, to have had contact with OSWALD, the 
sin . 


suggestion, and 
in CONSPIRACY 
(^n Assassina- 
was perhaps on^ 
elligence case 
, ANTONIA 
alleged assas- 


Today on Metromedia's "PANORAMA" Programme in 
discu-ssion between PHILLIPS and author SUMMERS 
journalist with the British Broadcasting Corpo 
followed with an interview with PROFESSOR 
the Chief Counsel of the recent SELECT COMMIT' 
TIONS. Dr. Blakey praised the new book CONSPI 
appealed publicly for new Justice Departim^ 
the assassination of PRESIDENT KENNEDY. Blak 
out equivocation that- there v/ere two gunmen i| 
and. that there was definitely a conspiracy. 


NOTE TO EDITORS: Enclosed transcript of todaj^'s PANORAMA 

prograimme. Areas of probable editorial inter 
Especial attention is suggested to the remark 
Blakey at end of transcript. 


[The enclosed transcript of PANORAMA has been 
McGraw Hill, and its ■ accuracy has not been c 
Metromedia, v/ho hold the copyright.] 

CONSPIRACY , by ANTHONY SUMMERS, has won high 
advance from Arthur Schlesinger, former Ambas 
AttWood, Robert MacNeil (MacNeil— Lehr.er Report) 
man Richardson Preyer, Chairman of Kennedy Sut 
(Assassinations Committee) in Congress. 
Published by McGraw-Hill this week. 
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MR. CRYSTAL: November 22nd, 1963, 

tion of President John F. Kennedy. Controvers 
surrounds that assassination. The Warren Co: 


volumes and volumes of findings and yet it st| 
complete. 

There is a man who has been workind on the 


the assassina- 
y still 

[mmision Report, 
ill is not 


assassination for some time now, has a new bq 
is Anthony Summers. He is an investigative 
BBC. 


ok. His name 
Reporter for the 


In your book, Mr. Summers, you come: 
things that you believe are new. What are th 
that are new in the case? 


MR. SUMMERS: I think it's not so rjiuch what I say, 

I think we have to look at what the Congress | Assassinations 
Committee had in its report last year, because it makes a 
whole new point of v/hich we have to look at the assassina 
tion. When I say "we," I mean — that means tt 
law enforcement, in the media and, indeed, iq 
We have to take the blinkers off. 


The Assassinations Committee said that was prob- 
ably a conspiracy to assassinate the Presideht, when they 
said they were bowing to the fact that the spientists said-- 
and they used the best scientists in the couhtry, I believe 
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said there was a 95 percent probability that 
at work Dealey Plaza. 

Now, you won't get the scientists 
is definite that if you drop an apple, it wi 
ground. They never say a hundred percent. 

What the new scientific advisor to 


were two gunmeni 

to say that it 
LI hit the 

the Committee 


in this area said was that if he were a lawy|3r, he would say 
that it was beyond a reasonable doubt that there were two 
gunmen. That was the basis of the Assassina 


onclusions. It's a new fact. Once you hav 
ealey Plaza, then you have to look at every 


anew. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Okay. And that's wh| 

What did you find that was anew? 

MR. SUMMERS: The most extraordina 

I found was that when I went down the road t 
documentary which was shown here and on the 
that in upteen living rooms across the count 
the last of many reporters to have been ther 
my surprise that I wasn't, and that in one c 
was there before officials had been. 


I found it surprising and in the end rather dis- 
quieting, and that's what led me on to do the book. What 


tions Committee 
|e two gunmen in 
thing else 

at you did? 

ry thing that 
o do a film 
BBC, I expected 
ry, I'd been 
e. I found to 
r two cases , I 


I 

■I 
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I've done, I hope, is to do the first reporti 
involves not only the paper chase, to look th 
archives, but also going down the road using 
in the places where important evidence was; a 
case, still is, important witnesses. I mean 
Orleans, New Mexico and, in my case, Cuba. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Cuba. Talk about you| 

MR. SUMMERS: Well, I went to Cuba 

you know, there is a major element of interes 
that Oswald's public posture is that of a pro 
MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 

MR. SUMMERS: Now, there are curiou 

inconsistencies and anomolies in that evidenc 


ng job which 
rough the 
the shoe leatheit' 
nd, in some 
Dallas, New 


concern not least his leafleting in the surrime: 

New Orleans, where he spent the months before the assassina- 
tion. On one occasion he handed out leaflet; 


subber stamp-- 

MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 

MR. SUMMERS: ~-of a address which 


headquarters of a left-wing Castro organization, had 
important connections with anti-Castro operalj: 
them with links to U.S. intelligence. That w 
There was also the area of Mexico 


f -) o ^ o .1 n 
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prepared for the assassination. We know he was there. 

But a person calling himself Oswald went to the Cuba and 
Soviet Embassies there and was looking for a visa to go to 


Cuba . 


MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hiruti. 

MR. SUMMERS: In a couple of days and, indeed, 

in the hours after the assassination, a mass of information 
about this Oswald connection with the Cuban communists or 
alleged Oswald connection with the Cuman comnunists came to 
Washington and, indeed, across the desk of LBJ, the new 
Pres'ident. 

There are indications that it may not have been 
the real Oswald who actually went to the embassy. 

MR. CRYSTAL: What are the indict t Lons who that 

person may have been? 

MR. SUMMERS: I don't know, and I haven't tried to. 

say in my book. I avoided speculation in the book. 

But v;hat I've done, going back to your original 
question about what I've done, is to lay the evidence, as 
it is today, end to end. Based on the fact :ht we now know-- 
and it's a fact--that there was a conspiracy and that there 
were two gunmen in Dealey Plaza, and that we have to, 
therefore, open our eyes to all the other evidence all over 


(?02i 234-4433 
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again . 

MR. CRYSTAL: What you actually ha 
book is to name a person who may have been a 
Harvey Oswald. 


ye done in the 
link to Lee 


MR. 

SUMMERS : 

Maurice 

Bishop . 


MR. 

CRYSTAL : 

Tell us 

about him. 


MR. 

SUMMERS : 

Yes . A 

witness who ; 

[ think 


up with very disquieting evidence is Antonio 
in 1963 was the civilian leader of a thing c 
which was then a very-well known guerilla ex 
running raids against the Cuba coastline, mo 
Florida. 

Now, Antonio Vesciano alleges that 
Intelligence case officer. And he's no more 
that. He says U.S. INtelligence . 

MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 

MR. SUMMERS: That that U.S. Intel 

officer during 1963 in that tinderbox stage, 
of the missile crisis, was trying to provoke 
between the United States and the Soviet Unicj) 
Alpha 66 to do raids against the Cuba coastl 
installations and ships — a very dange 
he is telling the truth, specifically, in coh 
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the assassination. 

; . Vesciano alleges that he saw Mauri 

which was the, cover name for his intelligenc 
with the alleged assassin, Lee Oswald, and — 
MR. CRYSTAL: Who-*- 

MR. SUMMERS: — and that after the| 

MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 

MR. SUMMERS: I find this perhaps 


ce Bishop, 
e case officer. 


troubling . 


MR. CRYSTAL: Who was the cover name for? 

MR. SUMMERS: The cover name was ^|laurice Bishop. 

MR. CRYSTAL: The cover name — 

MR. SUMMERS: A man whose identit;^ has not yet 


been established, 


MR. CRYSTAL: There are segments 

pertain to former heads of the CIA, Western 
MR. SUMMERS: T report in my book 

Assassinations Committee publicly considere<|l 
last year and in its volumes the possiblity 
was identical with David Phillips, the form 
Western Hemisphere who at that time was wpr 
City and was involved with anti-Castro oper 
certainly don't say that David Phillips v/as 
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I report the fact that the Assassinations Cpmmittee said 
this was a possibility. ■ 

MR. CRYSTAL: The Assassinations 


(Committee say 


it's a possibility? 

MR. SUMMERS: No, they considered 

they considered the possibility in their re 
ended their report on this — in a long footncb 


^ort, and they 
te about this 

the main v;itness 
id that Bishop 
:o him in their 


issue . 

The said that they suspected that 
in this area, Vesciano, was lying when he s 
was' not the retired officer, as they refer 
report-- 

MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 

MR. SUMMERS: And for his part, tliat the retired 

officer aroused suspicion when he said that 
Vesciano. It seems that the committee felt 


likely in his role in anti-Castro affairs t 
would have know the leader of a very well-k 
well-known, certainly well known to intelig 
exile leader. 

MR. CRYSTAL: David Attley Philli 

will join us in just a moment when PANORAMA 
[COMMERCIAL BREAK.] 
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MR. CRYSTAL: ‘ Back on PANORAMA rijht now, as we 


discuss some new evidence, new contiroversy , 
suirirounding the assassination of President 
Here is David Attley Phillips, fo 
CIA, Western Hemisphere Division. Mr. Phil|, 
been sitting in the studio; youlve heard ce 
prise today. You've read the book. You've 
Summers has said and more pointedly what ha 
as what ho says by the Congressional Committee, 

I want to let you react to that right now. 
MR. PHILLIPS: This is a town of 


certainly , 

John Kennedy, 
rmer head of the 
ips, you've 
■tainly no sur- 
heard v/hat Mr. 
been listed 


as you know, a town of journalists and I'd 
the matter with Mr. Summers in the context 


responsibility and ethics. 

I find it absolutely incredible tli 
publishing house should have allowed one of 
publish a book about me which comes up with 
charges, indeed, and that the author of thalj 
me out to interview me. I think it's an abs 


of journalism. 

Both Mr. Summers and- I are journa 
been with the BBC a long time. He's writterl 
was a newspaper editor for five years; I'm 


ipev/spaper people, 
ike to discuss 


(pf journalistic 


at a reputable 
its writers to 
very serious 
book never seeks 


dlute doasic tenet 


lists. He's 


two books. I 


magazine writer 
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I've written, three books in three years. I pimply can't 
understand how that can happen. 

Now, there are tv/o ther points. T! 
absolutely vital elements in this story whic 
doesn't tell in his book. He said that he's 


hare are two 


1 Mr . Summers 


drawn on the 


House Assassination Committee's report, the 
and the appendices. 

MR . CRY ST AL : Mm- hmm . 

MR. PHILLIPS: I certainly find itj 

that Mr. Summers has not discussed the origi 
being told by this Cuban exile Vesciano. Tlj 
of the timing of it — because ho first came 
story two weeks after he left the Atlanta P(^ 
where he had been serving a sentence for dr 


final report 


U 


th 


He told the first Senate investig^ 
talked to j.n 1976 that he felt the intellig 
had something to do with his being there; 

He told one of his associates--and I am quo 
House Assassinations Committee report, from 
he told one of his associates, a former min 
government in Cuba, he said, "The CIA frame 
Summers had put this in his book, it would 
entirely new perspective, because it providle 
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motivation for what is a highly implausibl 
Mr. Vesciano. 


e story told by 


MR. CRYSTAL: You liavo a third pbint? 

You may. I'd like to get to the 
you did not seek him out. 


MR. SUMMERS: First of all, what 

come before that was he said that my book ^ 
book is not about him. Mr. Phillips featu;: 
context that I've already explained in whi 
the Assassination's Committee's volumes ancli 


iji^as about him. My 
es solely in the 
I report what 
reports have 
I believe you 


ch 




said about him. It is a very small sectio 
have seen the book. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 

MR. SUMMERS: It is a small feature in the book. 


Now, he also says that he's been 
all his life. The fact is that Mr. Philli 


greater part of his career — I do knov; that 
involved in newspapers in the distant past 
writer; but basically, v/e ' re talking here 
Intelligence officer. 


years , 


MR. PHILLIPS: Oh, sure. Certainly, Twenty-five 


MR. SUMMERS: Yes. And, next, the matter of not 
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'interviewing Mr. Phillips. Mr. Philips' name surfaced in 
this connection, specifically in connection 
affair. 


Last year when the report came oup 
stage, had reached virtually the end of my 
analyzed the work of the Committee and have 
tions of the Committee's work in this book--[- 
MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 

MR.^ SUMMERS: Not only this. 

Now, I also had access, as all jou 
sources on the Committee, and I was also awa 
Committee's report of what Mr. Phillips has 
issue, which is basically that he is not Mr 
that and I've reported it. And I have not 
claimed in the book, indeed, that Mr. Phill 
And if Mr. Phillips had not asked 
this program and others, I doubt that it wou 
brought to the sort of attention that; it has 
MR. CRYSTAL: One second. Do you 

cede that he did not do the book about you, 
MR. PHILLIPS: I certainly do not 

for one minute. 


, I, at that 
\|>7riting. i 
used many por- 


MR . CRYSTAIi : For you are only mentioned in there. 
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at least, con- 
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MR. PHILLIPS: I — 


MR. CRYSTAL:' You are mentioned in there four or 


five or six, seven times, but 
book . 


you are not the center of the 


MR. PHILLIPS: About 70 times. My photograph is 


there. This is a book that-- 


MR. SUMMERS: Not 70 times. Thei 


the book- 


MR. PHILLIPS: Many, many times. 


MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 


^nd the theory is 
Harvey Oswald, 
the photograph, 
a question, 
lat deal about — 

, see Bishop. 


MR. PHILLIPS: — has the theory 

renegade CIA officers were manipulating Le 
My photograph is in the book and underneatl|i 
next to a drawing, is the question mark--i 
heart of the matter. It certainly is a grija 
in the index, it's cross-indexed. Phillips 
Bishop, see Phillips. 

MR. CRYSTAL: You do feel the book is about you? 

MR. PHILLIPS: There is no question about it, 

Ross, let me tell you, in the promotional iiaterial sent out 
by the publisher, it says the. most serious 
the book concern a specific CIA officer; and I find that 
certainly very, very damaging. 
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MR. SUMMERS: May I answer that? 

picked this up — they're my publishers — they 
when Mr. Phillips said something very simil 
I program. It doesn't say at all that the mojs 
specific accusations is against a specific 
referring to Mr. Phillips. 

That reference is in there in a d 
it's quite clear from the context of the bocj) 
to Maurice Bishop, v/hich I have said is a 

MR. PHILLIPS: May I ask you to r 

the' McGraw-Hill promotion material? 

MR. CRYSTAL: Sir, it is promotion 

The most serious accusations made in the con 


McGraw-Hill 
picked this up 
^r on the TODAY 
t serious 
<tlA officer. 


n contact with 


a spcific CIA officer alleged to have been'. 

Osv/ald before the assassination. A questioili follows: How 

strong- is the evidence against him? 

MR. SUMMERS: Now, if you read the 

see that that refers to a man cover name Main 


whose identify I do not pretend to know. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Well, Mr. Summers i; 

reporting. He is reporting what he found in a 
investigation, in a congressional report. 

MR. SUMMERS: The report is in thi 
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Mr. Phillips--and the only name, since you've asked to 
appear to discuss this — the only name raised in public by 
the Assassinations Committee as a possible candidate for 
the. role of Mr. Bishop--and incidentally, all that is indi- 
cated with Mr. Bishop is that he had contact with Lee 
Oswald, not as you have suggested, involveirent in the 
assassination, is your own. 

MR. PHILLIPS: We're talking now about the credi- 

bility of this Cuban named Vesciano. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 

MR. PHILLIPS: There was a composite drawing based 

on his descripition of what Maurice Bishop looked liked 
released to the international media. According to the House 
Committee report, ho one said that I was Maurice Bishop. 

Now, let me give yoy another reason that I think 
that Mr. Summers-- 

MR. SUMMERS: That is not so. 

MR. PHILLIPS: Let me — 

MR. CRYSTAL: One at a time. 

MR. PHILLIPS: Mr. Summers has made the statement 

that one of the things that's -really disquieting for him is 
that this Maurice Bishop, allegedly, tried to persaude 
Vesciano to talk to a cousin or a relative of his who was 
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in the Cuban Intelligence Service to fabricate information, 
in other words, to pin the guilt on Fidel Castro. 

MR. CRYSTAL; Mm-hmm. 

MR. PHILLIPS: And Mr. Summers sa|ys he's working 

sn't include in 


from the congressional material, but he doe| 
the book this congressional material which 
possession . 


he has in his 


MR. CRYSTAL: Now — 

MR. PHILLIPS: I have to tell you what it is. 

The Committee went to Cuba and they talked 
intelligence officer. He was in Mexico at 
was there. I had written a book published 
in which I sort gloated about the fact thatj. 
some Cubans and that sort of thing. 


MR. CRYSTAL: Ilm-mm. 

MR. PHILLIPS: They went down th(j; 

this Cuban intelligence officer with the md) 
marvelous chance to get Dave Phillips and 
but that Cuban intelligence officer was an 
know what he said when asked about Vescian 


0 


be 


said Vesciano, "Is the person who cannot 
quote. And then he had some remarks about 
condition; that he had gone to a psychiatr 
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he was fifteen until he was sixteen, that he had personality 
problems . 

MR. SUMMERS: I think it's time v/^-th all these 

points that I caught up with them, 

MR. CRYSTAL: Okay. 

MR, SUMMERS: What the Assassinations Committee, 

indeed, did v/as to report this. I mention it in a footnote 
in the book, I believe, and maybe in the te^it. I'd have 
to check. 

MR. PHILLIPS: It's not in the teit. 


MR, SUMMERS: What I do say about 

is quite clear that the Assassinations Comm 
with not only Vesciano's doctors or his fam 
but no question of psychiatric trouble. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 

MR. SUMMERS: Now, a senior intel 

Castro Cuban Intelligence is obviously cert 
much dirt as possible to smear a man who hai 
leading £in anti-Castro group in this countr 
just say that one former associate has said 
Vesciano was the straightest, absolutely tr| 
honest person I ever met. I v/ould trust hi 
This was an associate in the anti 
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Now I should say that the smear and the prai 
each side, that I have, in fact, talked to 
several occasions and I must say as a journa 
go back, for example, to the editor and say, 
man," or, "I do not bleieve this man," on 
contact with an intelligence officer, I do 
Now, there's one further thing to 
which is that the House Committee did point 
to what Mr. Phillips indicated just now, tha 
MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 
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36 coming from 
Vi^sciano on 
List who has to 
"I believe this 
question of a 
lieve Vesciano. 


th(k 


be 


ay on that, 

<|3ut , contrary 
they did trace 


officer in Miami 


name, if you 
er CIA officer 


MR. SUMMERS: --a former CIA case 

whose code name they gave, who said that he Ijaelieved that 
David Phillips did use the pseudo name, cove 
like, Maurice Bishop, and they believed anot^i 
used the name Knight. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Okay. We've been ta|.king about film 

The last segment we mentioned some film. We 
show that film. 


MR. SUMMERS: Oh, this is an interview with 

Vesciano which I did some while ago. It was 
view, but this is the basic allegation that 
seeing his case officer with Lee Oswald befo 
tion . 


are going to 


a long inter- 
makes about 


me 


fe the assassinaj- 
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MR. CRYSTAL: Well, let's take a 1 


nov/ . 


(THE FOLLOWING IS FILM DIALOGUE:) 
MR. SUMMERS: Before the Kennedy a| 

did . you meet Lee Harvey Osv;ald? 

MR. VESCANIO: Yes, I had encounte 

Oswald in Dallas at the end of August or the 
September 1963, a few weeks before the Presi 
assassinated. I was asked to go to Dallas a 
my contact with the Intelligence Service in 
Maurice Bishop. We fixed a meeting downtown] 
a bank or insurance company building — I don' 
it was . 

Maurice came with a young man. He 
very quiet, very strange, ipreoccupied person 
wards I recognized him from his photograph i 
He was without any doubt the Kennedy assassi 
Oswald. I have no doubt that the person wit 
Lee Harvey Oswald because I have been traine 
individuals I met by noting their physical c 
MR. SUMMERS: Do you. think that la 


Maurice Bishop was sufficiently against Kennjedy to be a 
physical threat to him? 
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MR. VESCIANO: Look, Maurice was 

Kennedy. He believed that Kennedy was a ma 
ence, surrounded by unqualified advisors an 
leading this country into trouble. Followini 
fiasco and after the missile crisis. Bishop] 
was a mistake for the United States to make 
which Kennedy concluded with Kreuschev. 

j 

It has been suggested here that tj 
conspiracy against Kennedy. Maurice Bishop 
tunities to take part in such a conspiracy 
an operative whose professional business re| 
dirty work activities and believed the best] 
country was to depose Kennedy and his advis 

(END OF FILM.) 

MR. PHILLIPS: Well, we've just s' 

dramatic scene of this man, and what is his: 
That obviously is what we want to know. I 
it on the record quite clearly now that v^/he| 
Assassinations Coimnittee, after some 18 mon! 

i 

and several million dollars worth of invest] 
the final report. 

In the final report, about two pa 
to Vesciano, and v/hat they said was we find 


at odds with 


h 
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considered it 
the agreement 
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had many oppor- 
because he was 
gularly involved 
thing for this 
ors . 

een this rather 
credibility? 
do want to put 
n the House 
ths, I think, 
igation put out 

ges was devoted 
Mr. Vesciano' s 
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less than 
y gave four 
f having--of his 


one thing, pleass 
. s witness, who 


testimony--Mr . Vesciano, v;e find him to be 
candid. We can't accept his. story;, and th^ 
reasons, and we can find no cooroboration o 
having seen Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Now, I want to take up one thing-|- 

MR. SUMMERS: I think — 

MR. PHILLIPS: I want to take up 

You brought up the point that there was th. 
identified me as Bishop. 

MR. SUMMERS: Yes. 

MR. PHILLIPS: And certainly a v^ry important 

key v/itness, correct? 

Did you interview that man? 

MR. SUMMERS: Certainly not. Th^ man is indicated 

by cover name, in the Assassinations Comini 
volumes; therefore, I report him. I also 
say that they didn't know Maurice Bishop. 

I think one must all the time sa 


and on the other. Now, you have just said 
found Vesciano not credible. They didn't 
said they couldn't fully reach a conclusio 
wholly credible on his allegation about Bi 
They said that from the files ofl 
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shop. 


agencies, it 
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appears reasonable that an association siinil 
Bishop story actually existed. 

The Committed found it probable th 
of the United States assigned a case officer 
since he was a dominant figure in extremely 
Castro organization, et cetera. 

MR. PHILLIPS: Yes. The Committee 

less than candid; said there were four reaso 
MR.. SUMMERS: They also said you a 

suspiciaion, Mr. PHillips. 

MR. PHILLIPS: They arroused my si:j 

comment on that. 


ar to the Marice 

at some agency 
to Vesciano, 
lactive anti- 
said he was 
ns . 

roused their 
spicion. I must 


MR. SUMMERS: We've already quoteq you on that. 

I quoted it inf ull, the first time. 

MR. PHILLIPS: The first time that someone said to 


me, this is Mr. Vesciano, do you recognize t 
no. Once again we go back to the business o 
Mr. Vesciano hadn't exactly been in the new 
couple of years. lie was in the Atlanta Pent 
that, for a long period of time, he v/as in 
was traveling around. 

That group. Alpha 66 is one group 
was not connected with. 


he name? I said 
f this story. 

for the last 
tentiary. Before 
Olivia, and he 

i 

which the CIA 
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;lear from the 


MR, SUMMERS: That's by no means 

investigation that's been carried on. 

MR. PHILLIPS: All right. I certainly think that 

if I am called out of a busy convention, as 
hit with the nev/s that a man who's just bee: 
me as a chauffeur is really an assassin inv: 
v/ants to ask me questions — and this is what 
1976 — and has to ask them in Spanish and thi 
say, "You know Mr. Vesciano?" 


I was, and 
:"i introduced to 
estigator and 
happened in 
by turn to me and! 


I said, "No, I don't know Mr. Vesciano. 

If that man's been in prison for 
not active-- 

MR. SUMMERS: Excuse me. On that 

fact, said to the Committee in the past tha 
confronted with Mr. Vesciano, he was not in 
You just said that you v/ere introduced by n 
contrary to' what — 


MR. PHILLIPS: At one point, I ce 

introduced to him by name. I don't remembej: 
But I know the circumstances of how I was i 


came to a convention that I was running and 
having been introduced as the driver. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Alpha 66, did you j 
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pwo years and 

you have, in 
v?hen you were 
reduced by name, 
tme . That ' s 


ptainly was 
when it was. 


introduced. He 


sat at the table 


ust agree with 



that statement. You kind of intimated — 


MR. 

SUMMERS : 

The 

Alpha 66 — 


MR. 

CRYSTAL : 

Had 

no relationship 

with the CIA. 

MR. 

SUMMERS : 

No, 

I cjuoted what tl 

:e Committee had 


said. The Committee found it probable that 
the United States assigned a case officer td 
had not been specific. They did no identif;^ 
MR. CRYSTAL: That does not neces 

CIA? 

MR. SUMMERS: That does not neces 

On the other hand, the fact that the CIA's 
on this matter, is by no means conclusive, 
lished. by the Senate Intelligence Committee 
five years ago, that just as in the FBI, th^ 
files filed. The CIA did the same thing. 

It's ridiculous to expect tht the 
the documentary chase through the files of 
after all, the name used to be Secret Servicj: 
should find everything written down. I thi 
would be the first to agree th^at that would 
MR. CRYSTAL: Mr. Phillips, had 

whatsoever--are you denying everything that 
MR. PHILLIPS: Oh, my goodness, i 


Y9 


no . 
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the book — 

MR. CRYSTAL: I'm talking about tl| 

Maurice Bishop — 


MR. PHILLIPS: No. This is from t:he Appendix 


I'm pointing out that Mr. Summers has found 
to use those things that suit him and not tl 
don't suit him, I find that to be irresporu 
MR.' SUMMERS: I think that is not 

also that my publisher would have been quit^ 
not insisted that the book said on one hand 


and I must tell you that the people at my pv. 
in the editorial and detail level went thro 


areas involving sensitive issues like this, 
Assassinations Committee's report, just as 
material . 


MR. PHILLIPS: All those people atl the publishers 

approve that statement about the theory of cccusations agains 
me . 


MR. SUMMERS: It does not say thei 
tion against you, Mr. Phillips. It refers t 
an unidentified cover name. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Okay, We are going 
Dr. Robert Blakey, former Chief Counsel and 
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e particular 


it convenient 
ose things that 
ible journalism 
so. I think 
wrong if they 
or the other, 
blishers both 


qgh the specific 
through the 
njTich through my 


e is any accusa- 
o Morris Bishop 

to take a break. 
Director of the 



Assassinations Committee will join us, wherj PANORAMA 


continues . 


[Commercial break.] 

MR. CRYSTAL: Our thanks to David Attley Phillips 


for joining 'us . 

Joining us now is Professor G. R 
former Chief Counsel and Staff Director fo 
CormTiittee on Assassinations. 

Professor, you have also been li 
the studio. After so much input into the 
ing this evidence being proposed and prese 
react? 

PROFESSOR BLAKEY: I, frankly, a 

I think that the Maurice Bishop-Phillips a 
is a very minor part, and that I did not i: 
draft as indicating that Mr. Phillips was 
essential points in Tony's book are, one, 
spiracy in Dealey Plaza; there were two s 
therefore, fundamental for our society to 


evidence . 


And I think on that, reasonable 


disagree, if they look at the evidence. 


And, second, what Tony's done, ne has come to grips 
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the House Select 

itening today in 
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gree with Tony, 
spect of this book 
ead the final 
Mr. Bishop. The 
there was a con- 
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people should not 
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with that evidence. As a matter of fact, l|don't always 
agree with what he said; but I have to say tihat he is a man 
of integrity and good faith and honesty. 

The third point which I think is 
is that we're beginning to learn the truth 
happened to President Kennedy; and that's irjiportant for 
historical reasons. 


ery important 
ibout what 


ar 


But far more significant, there 
issues of justice in this that the Departmeiji 
must respond to, and Tony does call for a r 
investigation to finish what was not finish 
think that's very important. 

The Phillips question is really a 
but the crucial questions, there was a cons 
Department of Justice as an official agencyj 
States Government must respond it. That's 


here . 


MR. CRYSTAL: But it is not a sid 


Phillips if, in fact, that is him. It is n| 
him either way. 

PROFESSOR BLAKEY: I don't think 

accused of anything in the book. In fact, 
by the Conunittee as a possible person for 1; 
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Mr. Phillips was 
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Bishop; and we decided ultimately that Vesc 
a number of aspects, including the Lee Harv 
ing was ultimately could not be corroborat 
fore, could not be accepted. But it was a 
what we did and I think in focusing on that 
lose sight of there was a conspiracy, the D 
Justice. must respond. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Mr. Summers? 

MR. SUMMERS: A small point on th 

think we should go n about what is, indeed, 
of my book. But the points I differ on the 
some of the points that it found that Vesci 
not be coorobrated and, in fact, most of th 
this book went to press, I've been doing fui: 
the London newspaper The Observ er on the Bi 
I have been able to take the case further irh 


iano's story on 
ey Oswald sight- 
ed and, there- 
iftinor part of 
minor part, we 
ipartraent of 


roborating the fact that there was indeed a 
time . 

MR. CRYSTAL: A Bishop. 

MR. SUMMERS: A Bishop, who was iri 

Vesciano over a lengthy period, yes, and thd 
with the U.S. anti-Castro affairs. 


MR. CRYSTAL: Professor, you say i 
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iTGopsnscl 3nd wg think tnck to thG Con^nGssi 
you think back to the Warron Commission and 


again . 


PROFESSOR BLAKEY: It's not that. 


thing that's old. It's not something that' 
society, through its governmental agency ha 
something about how the President died, and 
strably no longer true. We are living as a 
Vie are living it in 1980. However, it may 
in 1964. 


pnal Committee, 
here we go 

It ' s not sorne- 
3 current. This 
3 told itself 
that is demon- 
society a lie. 
have originated 


It is terribly important for the 
society that we tell ourselves the truth, 
has made the point that the lack of credibi 
American people and the American government 
as^ beginning its decline with the President 
President Kennedy's assassination. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hinm. 

PROFESSOR BLAKEY: If we are to r 

bility in our government, we have to go bacl 
in times and begin telling ourselves the tri 
'^urrent issue, and that's a terribly imports 
think Tony is trying to come to grips with t 
have tried to come to grips with it. We dori 


ifjoul. of our' 

.’he President 
-ity between the 
can be marked 
s assassination. 


gstore credi- 
to those points 
th. That's the 
nt thing. I 
hat ruth. I 
't agree with it, 
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but I think the important thing is, we are 
to speak the truth and understand the trutd 


issue . 

The other issue is the Justice De 
must go out and if it turns out this way, f 
this case. They didn't finish it in '64. 
it now, oven if they fail. The American pe|i 
ate failure. They will not tolerate a fail 
effort . 


MR. CRYSTAL: Whi is it taking as 
taking, if we are talking about evidence? 

PROFESSOR BLAKEY: On the face, I 
extiemely difficult for people to admit the 
government agencies, respond like people. T 
however, s.lowly to take a look at bur accou 
when they take a look at that accoustic stu 
themselves, have opened their own pandora's 
will have to reopen the investigation. I a 
of that. 

MR. SUMMERS: You know, the one t 
hope my book v;ould achieve would be to give 
nudge. As you say, perhaps it is ecisier fo 
than, say. Professor Blakey. The Justice 
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Stic study and 
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ling that I would 
that process a 
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ipartment is 



really moving extremely slowly. I would sa 
its feet, six months after the Committee r 
longer after the Justice Department knew wlb 
contained . 


31 

it was dragging 
^ported, and much 
at the report 


The Justice Department wrote a l4 
tion about its tardiness to the former Cha 
Committee, Congressman Stokes, in which it 
Sony , we haven't got to it yet because we 
bifficult^ to get hold of the final repo 

Now, you and I could have gone d4 
I did and bought the final report for a fc 
July. So that v/as really nonsense. It's 4 
that letter was even passed. 

MR. CRYSTAL: But is that the on]| 

admit failure. Professor, is that it? 

PROFESSOR BLAKEY: No— 


HR. CRYSTAL: Are there other rea 

PROFESSOR BLAKEY: When I go back 

about the body politic, and you can talk ab 
the nation-- 

MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 

PROFESSOR 3LAKEY: And one must b 


tter of explana- 
rman of the 
said, "Very 
ve been finding 
t. " 

wn the road--and 
w dollars last 
xtraordinary that] 

y reason to 


sons ? 

again, you talk 
lout the soul of 


b honest with 
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one's self. The failure to be honest with 


one's self is 


a form of insanity. And I think the societ 
is sick — it's not telling itself the truth, 
honesty, is a first prerequisite. 

Let me — you know, when we talk able; 
and Lee Harvery Oswald and a one-sighting, 
that really seems to be is the lack of pers| 
want to find out what happened in Dealey PI 
happened in Dallas. The other important in| 
is not David Phillips, and it certainly is 
Bishop, and it is certainly not Antonio Ve^ 
Jeick Ruby . 

Ask who shot Lee Harvey Oswald 4 
death. Don't ask who was associated with l| 


|y in that sense 
Self -revelation 


Ask who v;as associated with Jack Ruby. Anc 
that, you will find out that the mark of or 
in on that assassination, not the assassin 
Kennedy, but the assassination of Lee Harve^ 
And that's the area that we have 


and explain to ourselves, and it's very difficult for me to 
bleieve that we should be. spending our tim^ worrying about, 
David Phillips and his feeling about — 

MR. CRYSTAL: And now you bring lip another issue. 
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MR. SUMMERS: I think there's sonn; difference 
between us, probably, on the evidence in tejrms of which 
direction the assassination came from. I a 


that there was an organized crime involveme 
assassination and, indeed, in the murder of 
silenced him and he could no longer be ques 
I, however, think that from my wo 
and I haven't had the privilege of seeing s 
mentation that Dr. Blakey saw and privilege 
impression that at this stage, anyv/ay, we c 
indications, some of the harder evidence th 


ccept absolutely 
ht in the 
Osv/ald which 


zioned . 

::k, at any rate, 
(pme of the docu- 
; but it is my 
^n ' t ignore the 
kt there was i 


some contact betv/een the elements of U.S. Intelligence and 
Lee Oswald during his adult life. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Mm-hmm. 


th. 


MR. SUMMERS: But said, I think t 

is, as Dr. Blakey has said, once you have t 
Dealey Plazci, that if, in bur society we s 
right--and I think that we do-- 40 years on 
war criminals, alleged Nazi v;ar criminals i 
if we think it's right, that if one of us h 
next wee3< and in five years time, ten years 
new evidence which suggests that there's be 
of justice, hard evidence, then the Distric 
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to reopen the case, let the chips fall wherj 
is no statute of limitations on murder. 

MR. CRYSTAL: Final comment. Professor. 

PROFESSOR BLAKEY : Let me say tha 

important that we begin rethinking this. P. 

Tony's written now and the truth is that tl 
books that will be written because things 1 
into. I've written one of my own. 

People have to think about this; 
government won't do it, well, maybe it wil 
what Tony has written or the book that I'llj 
in the fall to make through the agenices o 
people to do what they ought to do. 

MR. CRYSTAL: The book is called 

is by. Anthony Summers, and it presents whal| 
beginning, this beginning of a lot of talk 

Gentlemen, thank you very much fcj 
PANORAMA . Thank you. 
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